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ACTION SCI-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CEQ-02 EPA-04 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-03 

COA-02 CG-00 DOTE-OO NSF-04 DRC-01 /079 W 

022194 

R 092207Z APR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3158 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 1028 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, CA 

SUBJECT: GREAT LAKES POLLUTION 

FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE DURING APRIL 8 PARLIAMENTARY 
QUESTION PERIOD: 

JELINEK (HIGH PARK-HUMBER VALLEY): "MR. SPEAKER, 

IN THE ABSENCE OF THE MINISTER OF THE ENVIRONMENT I 
WILL DIRECT MY QUESTION TO THE ACTING PRIME MINISTER. 

IN VIEW OF THE FACT THE INTERNATINONAL JOINT COMMISSION 
ANNOUNCED LAST WEEK THAT IT IS UNABLE TO STOP ANY FUTURE 
FLOODING OF THE GREAT LAKES, AS WELL AS THE UNFORTUNATE 
FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES IS ADMITTEDLY FALLING SADLY 
BEHIND SCHEDULE IN ITS CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGN, WHAT ACTION 
DOES THE GOVERNMENT INTEND TO TAKE REGARDING THIS VERY 
SERIOUS MATTER?" 

SHARP (ACTING PRIME MINISTER): "...THE HON. MEMBER 
HAS RAISED TWO SEPARATE QUESTIONS. THE FIRST DEALS WITH 
FLOODING ON THE GREAT LAKES. BOTH SIDES IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
JOINT COMMISSION HAD TO RECOGNIZE THAT IT IS VERY DIFFICULT 
TO DO MUCH ABOUT EXCESSIVE RAINFALLS. THE WATER ALL HAS TO 
PASS THROUGH THE ST LAWRENCE. THEREFORE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 
TO DEAL WITH THAT PROBLEM EXCEPT BY REGULATING THE LEVEL 
OF THE WATER IN THE VARIOUS LAKES. WITH REGARD TO THE 
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SECOND QUESTION, I WAS TALING TODAY TO THE CHAIRMAN OF 
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THE CANADIAN SECTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION 
WHO GAVE ME AN ACCOUNT OF THE TALKS. WHILE THE CANADIAN 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT ALTOGETHER SATISFIED WITH THE PROGRESS 
BEING MADE BY THE UNITED STATES IN CLEANING UP THE GREAT 
LAKES, AT LEAST PROGRESS IS BEING MADE AND THERE IS GOOD 
WILL ON BOTH SIDES." 

JELINEK: "MY SUPPLEMENTARY IS TO THE ACTING PRIME 
MINISTER. ON OCTOBER 17. 1973, 1 ASKED THE MINISTER OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT IF ADEQUATE STAFFING AND FUNDING WOULD IMMEDIATELY 
BE PROVIDED FOR THE PROPOSED CLEANUP AND CONTROL OF FLOOD 
LEVELS OF THE GREAT LAKES, TO WHICH HE GAVE THIS HOUSE HIS 
ASSURANCE. ACCORDING TO SPOKESMEN IN TWO DIFFERENT 
INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION OFFICES IN ONTARIO, THIS HAS 
NOT BEEN THE CASE. I THEREFORE ASK WHETHER THE 
GOVERNMENT IS STILT. PLANNING TO TAKE IMMEDIATE 
ACTION, AS PROMISED BY THE MINISTER, OR IF IN FACT 
IT IS THINKING OF NULLIFYING THE GREAT LAKES WATER 
QUALITY AGREEMENT?" 

SHARP: "...AS FAR AS I UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION, 

CANADA IS FULLY UP TO DATE IN CARRYING OUT THE AGREEMENT 
WITH THE UNITED STATES. THE UNITED STATES IS HAVING 
SOME DIFFICULTY IN FUNDING ITS OPERATION. I DO NOT 
THINK IT IS LACK F STAFF ON THE PART OF CANADA THAT 
IS CAUSING ANY OF THESE DIFFICULTIES." 

JOHNSON 
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